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U . S. CHARGES TOP OFFI CI ALS AT FIVE NYC CONSTRUCTI ON
COVPANI ES W TH MAKI NG | LLEGAL CASH PAYMENTS
TO UNL ON OFFI CI ALS

DAVID N. KELLEY, the United States Attorney for
the Southern District of New York, PASQUALE D AMJRO the
Assistant Director in Charge of the New York Ofice of the FBI,
GORDON S. HEDDELL, the Inspector General of the United States
Depart ment of Labor, and RAYMOND W KELLY, the New York City
Pol i ce Conmmi ssi oner, announced today the unsealing of five
indictnments in Manhattan federal court, each charging a top
official wwith a New York City heavy construction conpany with
maki ng years of illegal |abor paynments to union officers at
Locals 14 and 15 of the International Union of Operating
Engi neers, and with depriving the nenbers of Locals 14 and 15 of
t he honest services of their elected union officials. Each
i ndi ctment charges the defendants with conspiracy, nmail fraud,
and violations of the Taft-Hartley Act.

The Indictnents charge the follow ng individuals, all
of whom are principals of heavy construction conpanies in the New
York City area: DI NO TOVASSETTI, the President of LAQUI LA

CONSTRUCTI ON, INC.; JOHN AM CUCCI, the President of DeFCE



CORPORATI ON; GUERI NO CAVALI ERE, the President of ACVE SKI LLMAN
CONSTRUCTI ON CO., INC.; EDWARD SI MPSON, the Chief Engi neer of NAB
CONSTRUCTI ON CORPORATI ON, and PETER RUTTURA, the Vice-President

of RUTTURA & SONS. The Indictnents allege that each of the

def endants have nade illegal paynents to officials of Local 14
and 15 for many years.

Specifically, TOVASSETTI is alleged to have enpl oyed
menbers of Locals 14 and 15 and to have nade cash paynents to
busi ness agents and busi ness managers of Locals 14 and 15,
el ected union officials whose job it was to ensure that
contractors abided by the ternms of the collective bargaining
agreenents signed by the contractors and the union. TOVASSETTI
is charged with maki ng such paynents from 1991 t hrough Decenber
2001.

CAVALI ERE and SI MPSON are charged with maki ng cash
paynents to busi ness managers and busi ness agents of Locals 14
and 15 from 1991 t hrough Decenber 2001, while their conpanies
enpl oyed nmenbers of Locals 14 and 15 on various job sites in New
York. AM CUCCI and RUTTURA are alleged to have made such illega
paynents to business agents of Locals 14 and 15 from 1998 t hrough
Decenber 2000.

The five indictnents unseal ed today are the | atest
charges to be filed in an ongoing investigation of corruption and
organi zed crime influence involving Locals 14 and 15 of the

I nternational Union of Operating Engineers. |In February 2003,
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over 40 defendants, including nenbers and associ ates of the
Genovese Organized Crinme Family and the Col onbo Organi zed Crine
Fam ly of La Cosa Nostra, as well as various construction
contractors and union officials representing Locals 14 and 15,
were charged with, anong other things, racketeering, extortion,
and mail fraud, in two separate cases filed in federal court in
Manhattan and Brooklyn by the United States Attorney’'s O fices
for the Southern and Eastern Districts of New York. Al of the
defendants in those two cases have pled guilty.

The conspiracy, mail fraud, and Taft-Hartley charges in
the indictnments each carry a nmaxi mum penalty of five years
i mprisonnment. The total maxi num penalty faced by each of the
defendants is 15 years’ inprisonnment. All of the defendants but
M. SIMPSON are scheduled to be arraigned on the indictnents
| ater today.

M. KELLEY praised the efforts of the Federal Bureau of
| nvestigation, the Departnent of Labor, and the New York City
Pol ice Departnent for their assistance in the investigation.

Assistant United States Attorneys BENJAM N M LAWSKY
and JONATHAN S. KOLODNER are in charge of the prosecution.

The charges contained in the Indictnment are nerely
accusations, and the defendants are presunmed i nnocent unl ess and
until proven guilty.
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